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Sloterdijk on the Map

Or is it: Happy People - Productive People?

ALL professions that are related to shaping our cities, starting from the architect to the soci-
ologist, from urbanist to politicians or from university to developer etc. tend to think and design
based on numbers, statistics, rates, places, actions, needs and probLems.[ﬁij How can we distance //
ourselves from that circle of thinking? How can we adapt our urban environments not to a product,
but to an element that becomes productive?fﬁ:f)FoLLowing the theme of Europan 14, we propose spatial
relations that support productivity rather than just productive spaces. These spatial relations,
cohvert Sloterdijk’s inclusive character to an organic network by creating a narrative that could be
a useful tool for production and happiness.{?;g

Urban Topography

Existing Character of the 3 Squares Updating Sloterdijk
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Orlyplein - Regional Character
- Related to Randstad

@ 7o be built / On Contruction

& To be renovated / To be changed / To add program
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et - Openess in the landscape ﬂ? Proposed / On plans ”d
Stoterdijk - Main entrance for the train station <l pevelopment axes
- Leisure/ Recreation
Productive Sloterdijk Happy Sloterdijk
% %
. Sloterdijk is productive and always has Sloterdijk is not happy! You can feel it
Carrascoplein - Ufb“" Character been! Productivity exists in manufac- even when you travel by train and you
- Related to the city turing, industry, office, port, educa- are above the viaducts that pass over
Fuidas - Concentration in the Landscape tion. The problem is though that they Piarcoplein. The public space is a lot
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Inclusiveness !'
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To connect the city is to generate cul- o " .. ® @ @ o ® 00
ture, to allow interactivity, to pro- GO0 e 000000 OGOROO®
vide safety, to raise the social value
of the street and finally to accommodate
all kind of users. Political scientist

Urban Image
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view from Piarcoplein’s public/ recreatiecnal space

Strategic Maps - Intensions

Borders - Integration with the city
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It is proposed a hew system:of ingegrafion with the city from the
south. That happens by addi@g mixéd usd-residential program until
the area of the station. Because of noise restrictions, it is pro-
posed that in continuation of that to be added additional program
regarding public or commercial functions.

Networks that allow different types of
mobility and infrastructure to co-exist
flexibly within the city are the drivers
of city life and introduce a “dynamic
economy” in the city. The existing net-
works are integrated effectively into
the new urban fabric so that they become
part of its unique character. This is
achieved by linking the project site
to its surrounding areas (in our case
the neighbouring squares Pilarcoplein
to Orlyplein & Carrascoplein and their
functions), as well as the weaving of
the networks on all levels and scales
of different transportation modes: from
the public transport to private cars,
to pedestrian and cycling. New infra-
structure focuses in connectivity while
avoiding fragmentation of the existing
and future urban fabric. The proposed
mobility plan, becomes part of the fu-
ture city’s environment and anticipates
urban life by providing high spatial
gquality for the various pedestrian flows
and functions.

It is widely proved that green urban
space and connection with nature are
linked to the factor of happiness, eco-
logical sustainability and social well-
being. Greening an urban environment
acts as a healing and balancing tool
between the human scale and the heavy
infrastructures. Areas dominated by in-
frastructure, lack of qualitative green
spaces and are mostly surrounded by
“leftover” spaces covered in grass. The
proposed urban space, becomes part of
the suggested urban corridors that are
“injected” into our site not just as an-
other landscape element. Swifting from
heavy infrastructure to “heavy” nature,
the new green is not isolated but knit-
ted with the existing and the future

- Secondary entrances for the train station
- Infrastructure
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Piarcoptein - Local/ Urban/ Regional Character
- Related to the surrounding buildings & program,
to the city, to the new developments, to the
station, to the port, to old Sloterdijk, to the
green zones, to HAPPINESS.

- Openess AND concentration in the landscape
Urban forest & green recreational spaces.

- Secondary entrances for the train station re-
Lated to the new developments regarding Woona-
genda & Koers 2025
- Innovation/ PRODUCTION

Sloterdijk Centrum in the near future

What about Sloterdijk?

Before focusing on Sloterdijk itself,
we find reasonable to mention some facts
and rankings about the city of Amster-
dam in general and the Netherlands as
well.

Amsterdam ranks 1st in the World as the
best city for millennials. Amsterdam
ranks 4th of Europe’s most dynamic cit-
ies. Amsterdam ranks 1st as city with
most cultural attractions per capita in
the World. Amsterdam ranks 6th as the
economy best equipped to develop, at-
tract and retain business talent. Am-
sterdam comes 3rd in Europe as an at-
tractive city for business and talent
but also 3rd for competitiveness. Am-

sterdam comes 3rd in Europe for start-
ups. Amsterdam ranks 4th in Europe on
innovation. Amsterdam is the 4th most
sustainable city in the world. Amster-
dam comes 5th as the most tech city in
the world.

The Netherlands ranks 8th globally
with the best quality of life and 9th
at the best countries in the world for
green living. The Netherlands ranks 6th
in the World Happiness Report.

Where does Sloterdijk stand in these
rankings?

are isolated from each other. The spa-
tial relations are based on “separation
and unlimited resources”. The creative
industry is leaving the area and except
of the train station, there is noth-
ing that connects them. Really slowly
lately is happening also productivity
in public space with urban farming,
new sharing working spaces and really
recently the new housing south of the
station. The connection between the 3
different squares is really difficult
resulting to a soulless business area.
That is the main reason that many com-
panies decided to relocate to more wvi-
brant areas of Amsterdam. There is not
something intriguing happening except
of the well planned Orlyplein with its
two satellites that act as producers of
urban life. That is a start for connec-
tivity. To regenerate urban life and to
bring people out of their offices and why
not, to keep them for a while in Sloter-
dijk, after they leave their offices or
even before they start to work.

o B
e 8

’s

but un-organized and unfriendly, cars
and infrastructures dominate the area.
One of the green strips from Amsterdam
stops (!!1) in the area, only to continue
later. There is a grey tone everywhere.
There is a lack of social security and
lack of public facilities and events.
Cultural elements such as 0ld Sloterdi-
jk and the beautiful Petruskerk are not
even visible. But there 1s something

you can feel it by walking in the
streets around .. there is great poten-
tial ..there is a feeling of something
that is coming in the area.. Orlyplein’s
open landscape was the first step to-
wards a happier Sloterdijk. It is a
model for urban regeneration and you
can feel it if you visit Bret. Also, the
heart from Amsterdam’s Light Festival
are initiatives that should be praised
and should be adapted around the area as
well. We have to bring back recreation
and culture, integrate the green and
reinforce the people presence in public
activities.

program. In such an environment, pro- [

ductivity is “naturally” increased and -

welcomed while the new ecosystems drive

the whole area into a more sustainable BRBEASET S

and constructive way of working.

Benjamin Barber states: “Unenclosed
spaces with an open and unrestricted
access not only refresh the soul of the
city, but also empower citizens”. Civ-
il society is made up of individuals
and institutions. Redesigning democracy
means in practice that our commen city
spaces, are the right place for a col-
laborative production of public life,
goocds and services. Designing for the
future means to re-orient city officials
from a standardised model to an adap-
tive and cooperative model of inclu-
siveness. The flexibility in *including”
is a key aspect for the long term pros-
perous continuity of an urban environ-
ment. Preoductivity and economic growth
are measured by the level of participa-
tion of institutions, organizations and
the citizens which creates the platform
to democratize any act of interaction.

A successful city is also a well-con-
nected city. Connection is related to
the systems that are applied in design-
ing and building the cities of tomor-
row. Though, technology, globalization
and automation have changed our percep-
tion of urban environments. Modern ways
of living, innovative materials, mil-
lennials generation, new industry sec-
tors, contemporary productive and shar-
ing spaces, new means of transportation
and communication and the new “stand-
ards” in human relations and societal
values, are gradually but strongly
generating new urban images. This is
profoundly experimental process, which
differs in every city or even in dif-
ferent areas of the same city, but is
becoming permanent. Imagining the new
Sloterdijk Centrum, we must adopt all
these multi-level changes, to create an
identity and an image that is strongly
connected with the recent history of
the area, but also leads to a social-
ly sustainable city of tomorrow. After
all, that has always been the dream im-
age for Sloterdijk.

Programmatic Clusters

Because of the diversity of the area,
mirroring and knitting of public programs that exist already in
the great area of Amsterdam West. They are filtered and reviewed

for the area around the station.
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The two big green areas (Westerpark and Spieringhorn) are con-
nected through green corridors that accompany the new program but
also there are new green connections with the urban areas. Car-

rascoplein and Plarcoplein, becowe the centres of these corridors.

frastructure.
for bicycles and pedestrians,

ss0000000dseBNl

Bicycles & Pedestrians

20O AOOPEODO

New developments bring more need for transaction and green in-
Therefore it 1is proposed a more integrated system
continuing the existing Llines and
reinforcing them. This makes also easier the access to the station
and connects better the 3 squares.
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Cars & Parking

sequently,

Poeecossesoasss
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It is proposed the Park&Ride on Piarcoplein, to be removed in dif-
ferent Locations around the station in a walking distance. Con-
it is proposed a more sustainable development around
the station and also are encouraged new car sharing systems and

of course public transport.
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Leaving space - Creating Space

Amsterdam(NL)

Train/Metro

Tram/Bus

Bicycle/Pedestrian

L

CARRASCOPLEIN

Pedestrian

Productive Green

Recreaticnal Green

Programmatic

Productive Space Node

The two “stairways™

Service & Recreation Space

Following the example of Orlyplein with Bret and Hermes acting as
satellites for urban activity, surrounding the main public space,
the new urban solutions for the area suggests two metaphorical but
also literal “stairways®” around Piarcoplein and Carrascoplein.
Based on the urban strategies, they become part of the proposed
connections and they create a flexible qualitative space between
the station and the edges of each square. Combined with program,
the twe modular and temporary structures, suggest a way of redefin-
ing the urban space and they act as catalysts for inclusiveness in
knowledge, food and sociality. The temporality of the structures
is “framed” vertically by a massive green volume, the urban for-

est.

Cultural Stairway

At the edge of Carrascoplein, the volume of knowledge and educa-
tion stands dominant between the rails, offering new and experi-
mental ways of learning. With a modular and temporary character,
it facilitates autonomy, interaction and knowledge exploration.
The cultural stairway 1s a microcosmos of the digital and crea-

tive city.

Green Stairway

Piarcoplein has the particularity of being in the end of the area,
known as Sleoterdijk Centrum. Therefore, a green stairway is pro-
posed which intends to generate activity and act as an incubator

not only for Sloterdijk, but the whole Amsterdam West.

Providing

spaces for vertical urban farming, it is linked with production
and sustainability. The structure which can get support by lo-
cal people, the municipality and the plant production industry,
exposes modern food technology and agriculture to the consumer
and aims te familiarize the public with its function. The green
stairway is a microcosmos of the green and healthy city.

Public Space

or -
o Lyplein 1is an

exceptional example
that requires no extensive
interventions. The new plan
adds extra spaces that reinforce
the character of the area anhd the
twoe satellites (Bret & Hermes) but
also the train station. Following its
successful story, the proposed program
focuses on Lleisure. The grassy and
flowerish character is maintained but
the patches are smoothly elevated
in order to add spaces under-
neath and create diverse
recreational sitting
areas.

Mobility
Node

Re-knitting the network

The
amphitheatre
acts as a node along
the elevated path that 1is
created for bicycles and pedes-
trians. It is a new sustainable
multifunctional and open space,
combined with additional program.
It acts as vertical connection in the
human scale, contradicting the high
rises and the big developments in
the area. Here again, green 1is not
an isolated element of the Lland-
scape, but is part of the func-
tionality and the vitality
that Carrascoplein
requires.

STATION

Productive People - Happy

Around the Station

PIARCOPLEIN

Mobility
Node

View from UV building fowards Piarcoptein and the staiion

car -
rascoplein is
concentrated on mo-
bility and this should not
change. The urban connections
and the new pedestrians and bi-
cycle routes, enrich this character
by avoiding spatial fragmentation.
The existing urban fabric and urban
void are wmixed with the new, whenever
possible, while hew program which 1is
related with the charachter of the
square (administration office for
the bus company, tourist in-
formation, office spaces or
food-to-go pavilions)
is added.

Service & Recreation Space

1:20009

Programmatic

Node

People

The Urban Spine

Focusing on the train station, as the pri-
mal factor of generator of the urban envi-
ronments in the area, we develop a strat-
egy, between the three existing urban
squares. The pedestrian and cycling flows
and functions meet the transition that hap-
pens firstly through the station and sec-
ondly through elements of space that need
to be adjusted and integrated in the urban
fabric. The new developments in the area
and the goals for the future (Havenstad
20403, impose a new character that creates
a fertile ground for urbanity and form the
base for a long-term vitality.

Programmatic Clusters

S

Station &
Infrastructure

Mixed Use

-

(i}

F 3 7158 - |
[ Jonononr—
5
;i o o
CI0a0an0r—]
C000an0r—

 m—;

Education

S& EaE

/
f

i

T e

177

The strategic long-term design, regard-
ing the new connections, negotiate between
those elements that can be fixed and inte-
grated (pedestrian bridge) and those el-
ements that need to stay flexible to an-
ticipate future changes (new station, new
tracks etc.)

Therefore, it is created a new identity
that is based on the continuation of the
surroundings and street networks but also
reinforced by new programmatic clusters,
green and new visual connections. The
changing programmatic needs (new housing,
casino, Media College etc.) and socio-eco-

1 2 3

nomic circumstances are also taken into
consideration so to create a flexible public
space. There are not unattractive entrances
in the area or undefined urban edges diffi-
cult to inhabit. By “leaving space & creat-
ing space” we avoid fragmentation and turn
the adjacent program towards the new “urban
spine”.

The new breathing space, starts to connect
fragmented and forgotten areas around the
station and make them vibrant and liveable
once again. The result is a strong urban
identity that allows a sustainable urban
lifestyle.

Commerciagl & Hotel & Culture/Recrea- Industry Parking Facility
Office Casino tion/Green Space
] N

Happiness

The
o small hill in

Piarcoplein acts as
a podium that re-organizes
the space and activates the sur-
roundings. The green volume is in-
tentionally positioned in the middle
of the square, posing a strong image
of 1inclusiveness. The object allows
people to see and be seen, to speak and
to Listen, to show and to hide. There-
fore temporary program such as open-
air cinema, theatre, urban games
etc are easily organised around
it. The space underneath
includes an artistic
function.

Pi-
arcoplein fa-
cilitates clusters of
pavilions that develop in
an organic arrangement similar
to a village’s spatial organiza-
tion. These small productive spaces
with specific dimensions, bring back
the small scale through their design,
while they act as vertical connectors
between the ground level and the new
elevated path. Even though they are
working and productive spaces,
they have an exhibitional char-
acter and revitalize the
dead space below the
viaducts.

1:2606”

Col -
our, Leisure and
adaptability charac-
terize the new entrances to
the train station. The upcoming
Local developments reflect on the
proposed open public space. A green
route with nrew functions substitutes
the mono-function of the current pedes-
trian bridge, cultural and artistic ac-
tivities along the rails are suggested
and space is created for accommodat-
ing car-sharing tendencies and the
touristic buses. Before taking
the urban stairs, one can
grab a quick coffee un-
derneath of them.

Orlyplein

Carrascoplein - Amphitheatre

Carrascoplein - Bus station, Tram, Bicycles

& Pedestrians

Piarcoplein - Small hill

Piarcoplein - Pavilion Cluster

Piarcoplein - Entrance to the Station
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“Architecturing™ Events

Concerl, Shows elc, Fodddl Markel, Keningsdag markel elc,

Favillion Guidelines

cevernteen pavilions articulate along the elevated urban route
and compose the Tech willage in Piarcoplein. With warious
geometries, functions= and @ random arrangemert, the pawil-
ions re-introduce the spatial gualities of an organic city,
z=uch asz amzterdam'=s city center or 0ld Sloterdijk. Organized
either in clusters ar in linear =equence, part of them =erwves
for the vertical circulation by reaching or extending
abowve the level of the elevsted route. Ln spite

of the big diwerszity in shapes and pro-

gram, it is highly important that these

=tructures are uzing the zame design

language. ILn other words, & uni-
fied dezign approach, consziztent
in =everal azpects iz consid-
ered essemtial. Therefore a
series of design guidelines

iz being set to secure a
hemogenous and recogniz-

able urban image.

In the present plan

for Piarceplein, each

pawilian ha= been

addressed and de-

signed individually

by the authors. Our

aim though i= to uze

these structures as

an open invitation

far  woung architects

and architecture =tu-

dents to unfold their
imagination and "design

far sloterdijk™. EBeing
irmtreduced az an archi-
tectural competition, this
initiative will trigger the
development of Piarcoplein by
drawing the attention of young
design practizes, artiszts, Een-
trepreneurs, and innowetive aca-
demic institutions., Ln =uch case, the

prezence of dezign guidelinez +For the

pavilionz iz even more crucial as: a limit-

le=z= dezign freedom will result in & =catter out-

come. The participants can only enter the design contest
by accepting their compliance to the following puidelines.

1. Dimen=ians

The =tructures must occupy area of not larger than L@@=gm
that it in a rectangular space of 18xl8m, the locations of
which are given. Extension in @ second level is allowable
without exceeding the maximum allowable area. an ideal pro-
portion in that case iz 8% of the total ares in the ground
Maor and 8% as an additional lewel. Ln this way new program

Fhasing

Fhase 1 - The Experiment

Barkings

Aavilian it

Fhase 2 - The Transition

Fhase 3 - The Establishinznt

Phase 4 - The Goal
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Exhibilicn, borkshops elc,

iz mainly concermtrated in the ground lewvel.

. Meterials

niming for circularity and low environmental impact for ele-
ments with & primarily temporary character, the pavilions must
have & wizible timber load-bearing =tructure while timber iz
suggested to be exposed also at the facadez @z =tructural
or non-structural element {claddingl. To ensure
light guality and werntilation of the inte-
riars, a minimum surface of 8% of the
erntire wall =zurface must be tranzpar-
ent glass. Finally, in order to im-
preve the environmental prafile of
the =tructures and add green in
Piarcoaplein, greem roofs are
highly recommended. Howewver,
these should be added anly if
they are accessible to peo-
ple either from the ground
level or from the elevated
route, Thus, the guality
of the pedestrian route
i= enriched with green
areas= in which urban

furniture i= added.

3. Program
"The best way to create
walue in the zl=t centu-
ry 1= to cannect creativ-
ity and techrnologe™, &c-
cording to &pple's= former
CEd, Steve lobs. The added
program relates to & range
of functions that target in
productivity from technologi-
cal and crestiwe groups. Flex-
ible office =paces are offered to
start-ups and studio= to crestive
artists {photography studia). Fab-
rication laboratoriez (Fab labz) are
provided with =mall-zcale workzhops to
apply digital manufacturing technigues {30
printing, robotic milling, CWC cutting, etc)
while industrial design manufacturers {bicycle, fur-
niture, etc) with small =cale equipment fit in the character
of the Tech willage a= well, Exhibitian spaces are added in
aorder to expose the work of the village to the public and bring

the warious graups together.

Regardless of the development of new pavilion designs= by the
participant, the pavilion &= a dezign subject i= attractive to
the authors a= well., Theretore, in the case of & full realiza-
tion, @ minimum number of three pavilions zhould be implemented
in accordance to the author's drawings.

The zverall dewelopment plan and
transfoermation of Plarcoplein is
smoothly  implemented inte four
phases. The experiment begins
with the remowal of 388 of the
current parking places at the
middle of the sguare which cpens
space for urban activity. Mean-
'"u % while, the first six pavilions
B that are implemented cn that area
" = give bhirth =f the new situatizn.
Installaticn of trees completes
the image of this first set. arad-
ually car users realize that the
P4R in Slcterdijk is changing.

Bedect rian aneen
Anfrastrac ture dnfrast ractars

i = & [0 i

sare Exisedn Slcycle
? ¥
Etrac tare dnfrast raceare

Given the success of the first ap-

preach, ancther 48% of the total

parking lots is remowed, connect-

ing spatially the first esperi-

& % mental space with the station.
-] 8 Ten more pavilicns are installed,
adding program to the area. Apart

frem the light temporary stroc-

; " ‘! tures, the infrastructural plan

h L is intreduced as well. The el-

a evated urban route is partly

constructed, connecting direct-
ly Plarcoplein with Crlyplein,
while the bicycle parking cpens
with half of the tztal parking
spaces of the final plan. Green is
increased in the sguare with the
implementatizon of the green hill
which is an impertant element of
the future life of Plarcoplein.

During realiratisn of the third
phase the remaining car parking
places are remowed, piving their
place to a wital inpredient, the
urban fzrest. Standing on top of
larpe space dedicated to food
preducticn, the forest consists
zf numercus trees that absszrb
% neise and air polluticn while
creating a green wall hetween
the sqguare and the adjacent high-
way. In parallel, the elevated
path is completed topether with
its wertical circulaticn, offer-
ing a new cennectizn of Plarco-
plein with the tws neiphbouring
sguares. The last three pawil-
ions are installed, bringing the
sguare closer to its final shape.

Hawing already a big number of
preductive spaces created during
the prewicus stages, Plarcocplein
receives its ultimate image with
the additizsn of the Green stair-
way. This medular tower consists
of prefabricated mchile spaces
that are assembled on locaticn
% on top of the urban forest.

Productive People - Happy People

On the sguare
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Open hir Cinena, Thealre elc, Sporl Evenls, Slarling Peinl Fer Maralhoen elc,

The Instruwnents

Gre=m Laoboralory Wrw Verticol Sirculatiors

Leptuwrs Hall A tive Hobsl Edg=s

Faob Ldk Eicypcle= Parking

Farking for Oisgbli=d Gre=m drcemsaible Roof

Drog-off point Gz ing-through Roof

Safed Slop=d Sititmg Boof
Urbar Forest

Storages amd Circolatiar

Gik= Lak Clrculatiar Jors

Sculgtars Possags

Veréical Urbor Faroimg

Gre=r Bridgs Sotar Pom=l Roaf

Ice Skaling, Chrislmas Markel &Lc,

Bussingss Evenls, Public Meeling Redms £LC,

Lung Park, Circus £LlC.
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